
The next morning we embarked from Caticlan for our four-
hour travel across the open sea on to our first stop – the    
island of Caluya. Our team was composed of four pastors- 
namely, Pastor Niel, Pastor Tito (our radio pastors), Pastor 
Angelo Panganiban (our outreach pastor in Boracay Grace 

Baptist Church) Pastor 
Joselito Pano ( our newly 
called pastor to the Caluya 
Group of Islands). With us 
was also Jenelyn, our lady 
church worker, Mr. & Mrs. 
Johnrey Cabangal (the wife 
being our optometrist) with 
their 4-year old son and three 
other medical assistants.  
 

The Caluya municipality   
arranged our Optical Mission 
to be part of their timely     
Office of the Senior Citizens 
Affairs (OSCA) two-day  
celebration. In order to      

acquire eyeglasses, normally one would have to take the four
-hour trip across the open sea to Mindoro Island, have their 
check-up and wait the following day for their glasses and 
take the next available boat trip. The people were so grateful 
for the help we were able to bring to them through optical 

missions. The following 
day we were able to 
gather 127   people for 
eye examinations each 
one we had opened 
God’s Word with as a 
large group and on a one 
on one basis for personal 
professions of faith again 
in smaller groups. We 

praise God for the openness of the people to the gospel and 
for many who prayed for salvation in Christ. What a joy it 
was to see old and young with their new eyeglasses and new 
found faith in Christ.  
 

After the day’s  
optical missions in 
Caluya island, we 
retired for the night 
and in the morning, 
packed up and 
moved on to the 
neighbouring    

island of   Sibay- our pioneering work target place which is 
an hour and a half away by pumpboat ride. Again, we set up 
our optical missions at the village public high school.  
 

The Word of God again proved that the “...harvest truly is 
plenteous...” God’s leading was affirmed unto us to do the 
work of sowing and reaping in the fertile grounds of the 
Caluya group of islands. Last September 19-23, 2011, we 
geared up again to take the long land and sea trips to the   
island municipality. 
 

Our follow-up mission trip which 
went a week earlier as requested 
by the town mayor, was all by the 
sovereign working of God as the 
following week was to be a    
succession of typhoons hitting 
the northern area of the Philip-
pines. This time, our plan to 
travel to the Caluya island was 
late by a day because rough seas 
prevented the fishing boat that 
was scheduled to pick us up from 
Caticlan. We were advised to 
wait for the next day as we prayed that the wind and waves 
would calm down. That afternoon we decided to cross the 
waters to the nearby island of Boracay with our outreach  
pastor Pastor Angelo Panganiban. Our goal was to visit the 
progressing church building work and a radio listener who 
had texted and called Pastor Pert earlier that month. Again, 
our little delay had its purpose in God’s perfect plan.            
A young man by the name of 
Jeryl is a blind radio listener 
having suffered an injury in a 
violent community encounter 
rendering his both eyes blind 
as a child. He has been gifted 
as a musician using his talent 
for the local Roman Catholic 
Church masses and serving 
faithfully as assistant to their 
priest. For the past two years 
he has been listening to the 
broadcast and has come to the saving grace of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. On our visit we affirmed his salvation and he         
expressed his desire to follow and serve the Lord now in a 
Baptist church. The week after our trip, we received news 
that Jeryl had been granted permission by his parents to join 
Boracay Grace Baptist Church. Pastor Angelo now has him 
on the keyboard and guitar playing for our church worship 
services and now joyfully following the Lord! 
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Eighty five people were reached with the gospel message and 
free reading eyeglasses were given to them as needed. One 

family with 4 
young daughters 
and 2  sons all  
had progressing 
cataract at very 
young ages. We 
felt so much for 
their need for eye 
o p e r a t i o n .          

Many more were suffering the same as it is commonplace on 
the island to have developing cataract from exposure of the 

glaring sun on their seaside 
homes. All the more our 
heart goes out to the spiritual 
needs of this place yet we 
are rejoicing for the Lord’s 
answers to prayer and      
evidences of His working in 
hearts. 
 

After optical missions, we took a trip to the 
public high school to teach “Religious      
Instruction” or RI to several classes.       
We were able to meet with a few teachers 
in the school and they welcomed us in to 
teach their classes for a short period.       
We had two classes of approximately fifty 
young people who heard the gospel      
message and distributed the book of hope.  

Please continue to follow this new work with your prayers. 
The Sunday after 
we left, a group 
of believers, 12 
to be    exact, 
gathered with 
Pastor Lito Pano 
for their first 

Sunday  Bible Study conducted in a house of the village 
chief. We praise God and claim this gathering as the “first 
fruits” of the coming “plenteous harvest” in the Lord’s     
harvest field. 

Your Partners in the Lord’s Harvest Field, 
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�� he Lord is good and faithful. Being one 
of the many fruits of the radio ministry  

and serving Him through the ministry of Christ 
for the Philippines as the recording studio      
technician all these 27 years and 5 months is a 
great blessing and   opportunity. Praise the Lord 
and thank you to all of you who have been a 
faithful partner of the ministry. My deep gratitude 
to dedicated board members of CFTP and  especially to the       
Alparaque and Vilches families whom God  mightily used in the  
harvest field. Even though I will be following the Lord’s leading 
into another area of ministry, we will still be partners together in 
the Lord’s vineyard. 
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God’s Wonderful Provision 
 

��� �� ��� s new technology emerges and new   
methods become available for spreading 

the gospel, we find ourselves continually            
innovating ways to reach the lost and equip       
believers through the radio program. 
With these growing opportunities we are faced with some          
challenges. Gone are the days of “splicing tapes” for editing       
purposes, use of bulk erasers, and mailing of cassette tapes which  
often takes two weeks to reach its destination. Equipment does not 
last forever. Our recording gadgets have reached the limits of its 
usability. We find that much of it needed to be replaced and      
updated. 

This particular need and many other 
needs were brought   before the  
Lord since the beginning of the year. 
And just before thanksgiving, the 
Lord wonderfully provided the need. 
We now have a new computer with a 
bigger storage capacity and faster 
speed  in its function to send our 
recorded messages directly to the 

different radio stations via the internet, airing our daily thirty-
minute program. What a wonderful provision of the Lord for this 
Thanksgiving month! “The Lord is faithful to all His promises…” 
Psalm 145:13 
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From the Field Director 
 
 

��������ur Project Caluya was an eye opener to 
me as a missionary and pioneering 

worker. It sharpened my    focus on missions 
and recalibrated some of my missiological 
assumptions. It made see missionary work on a 
different angle – doing missions on a “holistic” approach. Much is 
being    emphasized on the spiritual aspect to the point that the  
social welfare of the individual is neglected. I don’t believe in   
social gospel nor am I promoting it but I believe that there should 
be a place for social alleviation in evangelism.  We are to offer       
a balance Christian gospel message. Our Lord came to bring       
salvation of the man – the whole aspect of man including his     
spiritual and social well-being. 
 

Our compassion ministry through our medical, dental and  optical 
missions made a great impact to the residents especially the poorest 
of the poor. This move was the first of its kind in the island munici-
pality – coming to their “barrio” (village) and offering free        
services. Through this   compassion ministry they felt that they 
were not forgotten by be people outside and they realized that they 
are being valued. It drew a big crowd of residents, from the       
ordinary to the wealthy - fishermen, seashell gatherers, farmers 
tenants, landlords, coconut driers, coconut plantation owners and 
barangay officials - came and avail these free services. These acts 
proved to be a critical point in our acceptance to the community.   
It created consciousness to the whole community of our presence 
and made them aware of our long term goal of establishing a local 
Bible believing congregation. The level of suspicion and bias 
gradually subsided and was replaced by openness and gratitude. 
Residents became friendly - welcoming us in their homes and    
offering meals. The barangay opisyal (village officers) offered their 
barangay halls and homes for Bible study meetings. 
 

I am inclined to believe that majority of these people came because 
of their physical needs. And through those needs they were       
confronted of their spiritual and eternal need. Many of them     
hesitated but some responded to the gospel message. Nevertheless 
all of them were given the privilege to hear and understand the   
salvation offered by Jesus. All of them had  witnessed the love of 
Christ through a group of believers by meeting their physical needs 
as well as their spiritual needs. 
 

����
��	
����
������

Pastor Pert 

Joel & his fiancée, 
Lilann 

Pastor Niel 


